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Evidence of Teaching Effectiveness 
 

In 2014, I was nominated by the department to apply for UCLA’s overall teaching 
award on the basis of the high ratings that I consistently receive from students whom I 
have taught at UCLA. I have spent 9 quarters teaching: 6 in English literature classes 
and 3 in the Writing Programs track of the English Department here. Additionally, I 
came to UCLA having spent three years as a full-time high school English teacher at 
Truman High School in the Bronx, during which time I earned a Masters degree in 
Adolescent English Education from Fordham University. As such, I feel certain that my 
greatest calling in life is to be a teacher and to share my love of literature and writing 
with students.  

 
To see more of my teaching materials, please see my teaching portfolio here: 

http://amilsom.com/teaching-portfolio/  
 
 

Student Evaluations 
(unedited) 

 
Spring 2011 – Critical Reading and Writing – Eng 4w 

- “Alex is an awesome TA! Her energy, enthusiasm, and humor really help get 
students involved and interested in the material. Writing instruction was 
insightful and really helped me improve my paper writing skills… This class was a 
very welcome break from my other South Campus [math] classes—thank you for 
an enjoyable quarter!” 

- “Alex is one of the best TAs I’ve ever had! She made the class incredibly 
interesting and helped us have engaging conversations about the text. She has 
really helped perfect my writing skills and all the books we’ve read are amazing. 
Her ability to make every class entertaining and relevant helped us to better 
understand the material and there was never a dull moment!” 
 

Winter 2011 – Critical Reading and Writing – Eng 4w  
- “This class was excellent because it taught me different ways to look at literature. 

It also helped improve my writing enormously. The acting, reading – everything 
was perfect. The instructor was not intimidating but warm and helpful. This class 
helped persuade me to become an English major. Yes, it was that good.” 

- “Best TA I’ve had at UCLA so far. I usually dislike English but she made it fun and 
interesting. I can say I learned a lot and can see progress in my writing skills. It 
was a lot of reading but I really enjoyed the class.” 

 
Fall 2010 – American Novel – Eng 85 

- “Strengths: I like the design of both discuss[ion] and online forum set by TA. 
Discussions help clarify some ideas from the class. And forum really helped me 
go over the important things; also forum helped students communicate and allow 
us to know how others understand materials. Weakness: Office hours too short.” 
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- “She makes it easy to participate.” 
- “Very interactive and genuinely concerned with her students’ performance. 

Allows everyone to take part in discussion.” 
 
Spring 2010 – Literatures in English, 1700-1850 – Eng 10B 

- “Alex is a great T.A. – Very lively and engaging. I actually looked forward to 
section every week because she’s so animated and engaging but at the same time 
knows her stuff-and that’s refreshing. I appreciated humor but also her efforts to 
keep it classy, and not let the entire 50 minutes go by talking about symbols.” 

- “Overall, TA is both enthusiastic and knowledgeable about course material. Open 
discussion with strong participation from class. TA is markedly thorough in 
discussing text and checking for class understanding. Highly recommended that 
TA continue for coming quarters.” 

 
Winter 2010 – Literatures in English, 1850-Present – Eng 10C 

- “Alex was honestly one of the best TAs I’ve had at UCLA. She has us do a lot of 
unconventional activities in discussion that are actually a lot more helpful than 
simply reviewing the texts. This discussion section made going to class on Fridays 
worth it! Thanks!!” 

- “Best English TA I have ever had! She was so enthusiastic and incorporated 
several different teaching methods! Amazing!” 

 
Fall 2009 – Early Romantic Literature – Eng 160 

- “Fun interactive games that enhanced learning. Knowledgeable.” 
- “Alex was very helpful as a teacher assistant and I would consider her one of the 

best TAs here at UCLA as she shows that she truly cares for her students. She is 
very involved and thinks of new ways to make discussion interesting.” 

- “REALLY wonderful with students & non-judgmental. Made section enjoyable 
with humor. Made people feel comfortable in class.” 


