
  

~  E n g l i s h  4 W  ~  
R e a d i n g  G o o d  

Monday & Wednesday 9-10:50 – Haines A20 
 

TA:   Alex Milsom 
Email:   alexandramilsoms@gmail.com 
Office Hours:  Monday 8-9, 11-12 Humanities A94 
 

“If it sounds good, it is good.” - Duke Ellington 
 

 

C o u r s e  D e s c r i p t i o n :  
The various implications of my course title, “Reading Good,” might evoke a few feelings in a reader: initial 
disgust at the poor grammar of the title, subsequent relief upon understanding “good” as a noun and not a 
bastardized adjective, and finally, I hope, interest in how this course will approach this most banal of English 
adjectives. The word “good” will orient our focus as we discuss what makes literature “good,” what texts 
promote as “good” v. “bad” values, and how to read and write good well at the college level. I have selected a 
series of texts that will train you to read English literature with an appreciation for form as well as give you a 
general view of the historical approach UCLA privileges in its English program. Specifically, I hope these texts 
lead us into “good” discussions and provoke you to write great, analytical papers.  
 

D a t e  R e a d i n g  
Mar 28 M Introductions, Literary Analysis, & Close-Reading 
Mar 30 W Poetry– Sonnet (Shakespeare, Smith, E. B. Browning) 
Apr 4 M Poetry– Lyric (Sappho, Blake, Housman, Wordsworth, Tennyson, H.D., Eliot) 
Apr 6 W Poetry–Elegy (Gray, Milton, P.B. Shelley, Auden, Whitman)  
Apr 11 M Poetry– Formalism (Milton, Bishop, Pope)—QUIZ #1 
Apr 13 W Poetry & Drama – Dramatic Monologue (R. Browning, C. Rossetti, Tennyson) & King Lear (Act 1) 
Apr 15 F PAPER #1 (Poetry)—DUE AT NOON BY EMAIL; 3 pages 
Apr 18 M Drama–King Lear (Acts 2 & 3) 
Apr 20 W Drama–King Lear (Entire) 
Apr 25 M The Novel– The Castle of Otranto—QUIZ #2 
Apr 27 W The Novel– The Castle of Otranto 
Apr 29 F PAPER #2 (Drama)—DUE AT NOON BY EMAIL; 3 pages 
May 2 M The Novel– Northanger Abbey 
May 4 W The Novel– Northanger Abbey 
May 9 M The Novel–Bodega Dreams 
May 11 W The Novel–Bodega Dreams 
May 16 M Film–The Godfather—QUIZ #3 
May 18 W The Novel - God’s Little Acre 
May 20 F PAPER #3 (Novel)—DUE AT NOON BY EMAIL; 3 pages 
May 23 M The Novel - God’s Little Acre—QUIZ #4 
May 25 W Short Stories - A Good Man is Hard to Find 
May 30 M MEMORIAL DAY NO CLASS 
Jun 1 W Performance & Presentation! 
Jun 6 M PAPER #4 (Rewrite)—DUE AT NOON BY EMAIL; 6 pages 

 
 

All materials available at UCLA bookstore. Poems and short stories are on the class website. 
 



  
 P o l i c i e s :   

1. Papers: 
You will write four papers. You must follow all the formatting guidelines and you will submit them via email. If you have a 
problem with receiving your grades and comments back via email, then please let me know in advance. I strongly believe that 
writing is actually re-writing, so for that reason, your fourth paper will be a revision of one of your three earlier ones. It must 
show progress. The first 3 papers will be 3 pages long. The final paper will be 6 pages long. Plagiarism is not tolerated and 
all instances of it will be sent to the Dean’s office. I frequently upload papers to Turnitin.com to verify their originality.  
 

2. Final Celebration: 
As fun as this may sound, this will be a graded activity. You will get to choose from a wide array of options, including 
memorizing a poem we have studied, performing a scene from the play with others in the class, and so forth. Costumes, 
props, and accents will be encouraged and appreciated. The purpose of this event is to enjoy the work we have done with the 
texts we have studied. Furthermore, plays are to be performed, and poems are to be read aloud. Let’s do it! 

 

3. Quizzes: 
There will be four graded quizzes. Any reading assignments and anything we discuss in class is fair game for inclusion on the 
quizzes. There will be short answer as well as short essay questions. If you ever miss class, it is up to you to get notes and 
handouts from your fellow-students. I occasionally will give pop quizzes as well. This don’t count as heavily as the planned 
ones.  

 

4. Policies: 
- Attendance: You are allowed one absence with no questions asked. You don’t have to email me about it, just know that any 

further absence must be accompanied with a doctor’s note. Perfect attendance (accompanied by punctuality) is the only way 
you can earn extra credit in this class. Please note that if you miss class on a day that there’s a quiz, you can’t make up the 
quiz. Don’t be absent on days when there are quizzes.  

- Punctuality: You must be on time to class every day. Late arrival is disruptive and you will miss out on important information.  
- Communication: Feel free to email me at any time. I will usually get back to you within 24 hours. That said, due to the 

volume of emails and the amount of work I have, I won’t edit, look-over, or comment on drafts or thesis statements or paper 
ideas over email. You must come to office hours for that sort of information. 

- Readings: This is a READING AND WRITING INTENSIVE course. If you don’t commit to doing all of the reading 
assignments, you can’t expect to receive a good grade. You have to plan your schedule accordingly and expect to spend 1-2 
hours a day reading or writing for this class. YOU MUST BRING THE PHYSICAL COPIES OF THE BOOKS TO 
CLASS! This is extremely important because I will be teaching you annotation - an important practice for close-reading 
scholarship. IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO USE AN E-READER THIS QUARTER.  
 

5. Grades: 
- 10% for first 3 papers. Every day late = one letter grade lower (A becomes a B, etc).  
- 30% for final paper. Every day late = one letter grade lower (A becomes a B, etc). 
- 15% for quizzes. You cannot make up quizzes. Don’t allow your one free absence to fall on a quiz day.  
- 25% for participation. Your contributions to discussions, your final performance, and the thoroughness of your online 
assignments help determine your participation grade. Please remember that you can’t participate if you are absent.  

 

Note departmental policy: If you don’t turn in al l assignments, then you wil l fa i l  the course. 
 

 

R e s o u r c e s :  
1. Academic resources 

For paper writing – http://www.library.ucla.edu/bruinsuccess/  
For research – http://guides.library.ucla.edu/literature   
For articles – http://www.library.ucla.edu/search/724.cfm   
For books online – http://www.archive.org/index.php  and http://books.google.com/  
For citations and formatting – http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/  
 

2. Non-Academic Resources 
Physical Health – http://www.studenthealth.ucla.edu/  (emergency 911, obviously) 
Counseling Services – http://www.counseling.ucla.edu/ (emergency 310-825-0768)  
Helpful Workshops – http://www.thecenter.ucla.edu/default.html  


